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The research lifecycle

Research is a complex process, and it is most easily understood as a series of steps carried out
sequentially in a loop. This loop may repeat one or more times in a project. A commonly-used

representation is shown below.

Consider financiers'
Clear citations requirements
Ensure the
accumulation of

credits Clarify usage rights

Ensure that you give
credit through citations

Data collection
Publish metadata with

anopen licence
Use open evaluation
Ensure links between Make use of open-

put;l;ca;ions. data and source software and
methads

Make use of institutional
repasitories

open interfaces

Make use of service

infrastructure

Attach a persistent identifier

to your results

Attach descriptive metadata

to your results

Publish metadata with an 25
open licence

Use services that safeguard
the preservation and integrity
of materials

Produce standard metadata

Figure 1. The research lifecyle. From “The Open Science Handbook” (Open Science and Research
Initiative, 2014). Used under the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International Public License.
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